CHAPTER XV
THE GREY PAGODA
IN the opinion of the Maharaja, the visit of the Wests
had been eminently satisfactory. As soon as they left he
decided to take steps to make Olga his mistress. The
Prince was convinced that Olga was a good girl, and was
unlikely to yield to his embraces without much prelimi-
nary schooling. If skilfully wooed, she might succumb
to Durrant, of whom she seemed fond, and if Durrant
succeeded in seducing Olga, then the Raja would be able
to treat her as a wanton. The ruler, therefore, resolved
to bribe his secretary to win Olga's affections. The
Prince rightly guessed that Durrant would do anything, no
matter how vile, for money, and would not hesitate to
hand over his mistress to his master, in exchange for cash.
It did occur to the Maharaja that, having won Olga's
love, Durrant might break his compact by refusing to
surrender the girl. The ruler thought, however, that
even if the secretary should reciprocate Olga's passion,
the threat of dismissal would compelhim to complete the
bargain. All facilities for love-making, therefore, should
be put in Durrant's way, and the Prince decided to
exceed his past generosity to Olga, by giving her valuable
presents.
The Maharaja lost no time in opening his campaign.
"Olga you want a new wrist watch,** he remarked.
** Perspiration has spoilt your ribbon strap, and your
silver watch is very badly discoloured. IVe a little
watch here that you'll find more suited to the climate/*
The ruler produced from his pocket a beautiful platinum
bracelet with a watch set in diamonds. "Platinum
doesn't tarnish, so you'll never need to clean it, no
iSS